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New kid on the block

| After gathering dust for over a decade,

|a popular party venue in Great

| Cumberland Place has been given the

| five-star treatment by a boutique hotel.

| Lorna Davies finds out more

Barry Mullin from The Manser Practice - the firm
ind the interior design of the Waldorf Hotel, as
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STANDING BENEATH the spectacular sparkling
chandelier that adornis the ceiling of the striking
renovated ballroom at The Montcalm hotel, it's
hard to believe the room lay cobweb-covered and
dormant for over a decade before a deal was
struck to save it.

The hotel itself, situated on Great Cumberland
Place, was officially opened in September 2009 after
a substantial overhaul by the owners of London
brand Shaftesbury Hotels, Formerly a Japan Airlines
hotel, The Montcalm is now five-star AA-rated and
exudes relaxation and luxury.

The Grand Ballroom opened on May 9 after a £4
million refurbishment. Formerly called the King David
Suite, the owners were unaware of the large room in
between the hotel and a syn gue next door when
they first moved in and were approached by the
Western Charitable Foundation to save it from ruin.

“It had been empty for s. All the kitchens
needed replacing and it needed a lot of money
spent on it,” says Peter Thomas, 44, head of legal
at Precis Management, the real-estate company
behind Montcalm Hotels, Park Grand Hotels and
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